


• In late 2022, Howard Lichtman, KC3LUE, at the Rockville 
Science Center advised MARC Education Committee 
Chairman David Bern, W2LNX, of the demand for a program 
to help Scouts earn the Radio Merit Badge. 

• The Radio Merit Badge is one of the more difficult merit 
badges because of its technical nature and the requirement 
for an on-site visit to a radio installation and the 
requirement to make an amateur radio contact.

Background



• W2LNX devised a program in which a Scout could complete 
all requirements for the Radio Merit Badge at the 2023 
MARC/DECT Field Day operation.

• The Rockville Science Center and the Seneca District of 
Scouting America publicized the program. The Rockville 
Science Center took registrations for the program.

• The program was conducted during the MARC/DECT Field 
Day operation on Saturday, June 24, 2023, by MARC and 
DECT members under the supervision of the Seneca District.

Background



• Date – Saturday, June 24, 2023

• Venue – MARC/DECT Field Day

• Location - Damascus Volunteer Fire 
Department Activities Center

2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



• Partners:

– Damascus Volunteer Fire Department 
(DVFD) 

– Damascus Emergency 
Communications Team (DECT) 

– Rockville Science Center 

– Seneca District of Scouting America

2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



• MARC members conducted three one-hour blocks 
of instruction using a PowerPoint presentation 
provided by Scouting America and instructional 
materials prepared by MARC members. 

2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



• MARC provided lunch, snacks, and beverages to 
the Scouts.

2023 Radio Merit Badge Program
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2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



• After lunch, MARC members and DECT members  
at five of the eight Field Day operating positions 
plus the GOTA station gave every Scout mentoring 
and the experience of operating an amateur radio 
station.

• This fulfilled the requirement for an on-site visit 
to a radio installation and the requirement for an 
amateur radio contact.

2023 Radio Merit Badge Program
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2023 Radio Merit Badge Program



• Forty-three Scouts, accompanied by their 
parents, attended the program. 

• Forty Scouts earned their Radio Merit 
Badge at the MARC/DECT Field Day 
operation.

Results



• The ARRL Foundation awarded a grant 
from the Alfred E. Friend, Jr., W4CF, 
Educational Activities Fund to MARC to 
cover the cost of instructional materials 
for the 2024 Radio Merit Badge Program.

• The grant enabled John O’Brien, K3LO,    
to compose a comprehensive handout and 
to have it commercially printed.

ARRL Foundation Grant



ARRL Foundation Grant



• Date – Saturday, June 22, 2024

• Venue – MARC/DECT Field Day

• Location - Damascus Volunteer Fire 
Department Activities Center

2024 Radio Merit Badge Program



• Temperatures in the 90’s, with very  
high humidity.

• Aleks Rohde, W3JAG, MARC Field Day 
Food and Beverage Coordinator, made 
sure there were plenty of water, 
hydration drinks, sodas, and snacks for 
the Scouts.

2024 Radio Merit Badge Program



• Damascus Volunteer Fire Department 
Activities Center covered open-air 
pavilion ensured that the Scouts were in 
the shade and had adequate ventilation.

• KC3LUE provided instruction on 
hydration and dehydration at the      
start of the program.

2024 Radio Merit Badge Program



• MARC members conducted two one-hour blocks of 
instruction using an updated PowerPoint 
presentation provided by Scouting America and a 
comprehensive handout prepared by K3LO. 
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• MARC provided lunch, snacks, and beverages to 
the Scouts.

2024 Radio Merit Badge Program



• After lunch, MARC members and DECT members  
at the Field Day operating positions gave every 
Scout mentoring and the experience of operating 
an amateur radio station.

• This fulfilled the requirement for an on-site visit 
to a radio installation and the requirement for an 
amateur radio contact.

2024 Radio Merit Badge Program



• Sixty Scouts, accompanied by their 
parents, attended the program. 

• Fifty-eight Scouts earned their Radio  
Merit Badge at the MARC/DECT Field Day 
operation.

Results



Placement in May 2024 QST



Placement in ARRL Web Site



• An article about the Radio Merit Badge 
Program will appear in the Club Station 
column of an upcoming issue of QST 
magazine.

Placement in QST



• The Rockville Science Center and the Seneca 
District have advised MARC that there is 
sufficient demand for the Radio Merit Badge to 
warrant conducting this program at future 
MARC/DECT Field Day operations.

• The Radio Merit Badge program will be a  
regular feature of future MARC/DECT Field Day 
operations.

Where Do We Go From Here?



• Date – Saturday, June 28, 2025

• Venue – MARC/DECT Field Day

• Location - Damascus Volunteer Fire 
Department Activities Center

2025 Radio Merit Badge Program



• If you will be at the Field Day site and 
operating a station on Saturday afternoon,
be set up and ready by 1:00 pm to show 
the station to the Scouts and help them 
make QSOs.

• If you will be at the Field Day site on 
Saturday afternoon but not operating a 
station, bring a handheld radio and help 
the Scouts make QSOs through one of the 
repeaters.

How You Can Help



• If you will be at home on Saturday 
afternoon, monitor the 146.955,    
442.750, and 443.900 repeaters             
and help the Scouts make QSOs.

How You Can Help


